Approach to the small renal mass: to treat or not to treat.
Accurately conveying the benefits and risks of treatment interventions to patients diagnosed with small renal masses (SRMs) is essential to appropriately identify which patients will achieve better oncologic outcomes and confer a survival advantage from primary therapy. Treatment decisions to determine the ideal management with nephrectomy, thermal ablation, or active surveillance for patients diagnosed with an SRM remain highly complex. Existing prediction tools that incorporate various key clinical variables may facilitate an informed decision about the best management of SRM by more appropriately selecting treatment individualized to the characteristics of the SRM and the patient's clinical characteristics.